Satire: Remodeling with Wit & Humor
Satire: a literary technique that blends critical analysis of a variety of human vices and weaknesses with wit and humor in order to correct them. A good satirist is aware of the failings of humanity and its institutions and attempts, through a variety of tools, to dissect the components of the failings in order to inspire “remodeling” 
	Goals and Objectives of Satire
	Goals and Objectives of 2010 Composition

	Engage in public discourse; call for social change 
	Understand and respond critically to a civic conversation and become a legitimate participant in that conversation

	Apply specific argumentative strategy to position
	Write in multiple genres; Research critically; Choose appropriate writing strategies for writing task

	Understand problem thoroughly 
	Choose appropriate research strategies for writing task; conduct thorough research of writing topic


Tools of Satire: 

Irony: the most common tool of satire, it expresses, through words or events, a reality from or in opposition to that which is expected.

Juxtaposition: arranging two or more ideas, settings, phrases, figures, events, words, references, or phrases side-by-side or in similar narrative moments to “offer up” for comparison, contrast, narrative and/or rhetorical effect.   

Exaggeration: to represent something beyond normal bounds so that it appears ridiculous and its faults/weaknesses can be seen. 

Incongruity: to present something that is out of place, obscene, or absurd in relation to its environment. 
Oxymoron: to inadvertently or deliberately combine two contradictory terms.  
Parody: to imitate, usually through exaggeration, the mannerisms and techniques of a person, place, or thing (essentially, you can parody any noun, if you want). 

Note: this is not a complete “Satire Tool Kit,” you will need to google or Wiki-search satire and add to this kit – it only takes a few minutes unless you decide to edit the Wiki page on Satire.

Genres of Satire

Argument papers
Proposals
Reviews
Reports

Profiles

Instructions

Lesson Plan for Introducing Satire 

Preparation:
· Find a clip from satirical film or television show (see the “Satire List” below) that uses several of the tools of satire. “The Word” segment on The Colbert Report is usually satirical criticism. We like dinner scenes kidnapping and hospital scenes from the film Thank You for Smoking. 

· Make a handout on satire and the tools of satire for students. The handout will make it easier for students to follow along with the introductory lecture to satire because they can read along instead of trying to scribble notes or pretend to scribble notes – of course, some will pretend to read along.

Lesson:

· Cue the clip from your selected satire example before class begins (that way, if you forget to plug in the television or turn on the computer monitor, you will only be moderately embarrassed)

· Have the students pick up a copy of your handout

· Introduce the definition of satire, it’s goals/objectives, and the tools of satire

· Have students discuss examples of satire they’ve seen, heard, or read and ask them to offer examples of how their examples meet the criteria of satire and the tools used

· Highlight that satire seeks to correct or remodel human vice or weakness through commenting/criticizing it

· Introduce the clip you will show

· Write the following analysis questions on the board for students to consider while watching the clip you are about to show (you might want to list these questions in your handout): What tools of satire are used in the clip? How are they being used? What is/are the comment(s)/criticism(s) about society that is/are being made by the satirical tools in the clip? What is the underlying lesson or unwritten “moral of the story” in the clip? If you had to come with a thesis statement for the main argument in this clip, what would it be?
· Show the clip 

· Discuss the clip and students’ answers to the analysis questions (you can also split students up into groups and have each group discuss their answers to one of the questions, then have them share their analysis with the class)
· Ask students to brainstorm possible topics they would like to satirize and list the topics on the board
· Have students select 3 of the “best” topics and discuss why these topics would be to satirize.

· Close the discussion by giving students a research assignment for homework: choose a topic that you would like to satirize and find two articles or news stories from reliable sources on that topic. Before the next class, familiarize yourself with the topic as much as possible before the next class. Note: if your students are suppose to be working on a genre-specific writing project, have them find two articles on their topic that meet the genre requirements for their writing project (e.g. if they are writing an argument paper, have them find opinion pieces/editorials/news commentaries on that topic)

Examples of Satire
	Essays
	Novels
	Films
	Television
	Websites

	Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal”;

Salman Rushdie, “The New Empire within Britain”;

George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language”;

George Saunders, columns from The Guardian, 2006 – 2008, and his short stories
	George Orwell, Animal Farm, 1984;

Joseph Heller, Catch 22;

Salman Rushdie, The Satanic Verses;

Don DeLillo, White Noise
	Thank You for Smoking

Wag the Dog

Dr. Strangelove

Little Children

Office Space


	The Colbert Report

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart

The Simpson’s

South Park

Saturday Night Live
	The Onion
Slate Magazine
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